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A HIGHT IH HEW TOKK. 

JACOB C. CASSEL. 

Having lived in Philadelphia for over 
twenty years, and having visíted the prin- 
cipal cities of this country time and again 
and New York very frequently, a night in 
any large city is ordinarily very coramon- 
place in ruy experience. Thegreat build- 
ings, públic institu tions, large gatherings, 
places of amusement and glitter and splen- 
dor of large cities ríave ceased to be mat- 
ters of morè than passing interest to me, 
but the secret and hidden life of the most 
degraded elements of society had not 
heretofore come iinder my observatton. 
The enthusiasm, zeal, energy and faith of 
undenoniinational evangelists, and mission 
workers in our large cities have for some 
time been attracting my attention and 
created a desi re to morè intimately ac- 
quaint myself vvith the natitre and success 
of the labors of a large army of self-deny- 
ing, devoted Gospel-workers. Having 
heretofore heard of the fame of t-hat hum- 
ble, great, and good nian, Dr. Sarauet E. 
Furrey, of New York, I made it my bnsi- 
ness on a recent sojonrn in New York to 
call npon him. It was somewhat embar- 
rassing to intrude myself upon a stranger 
in the privacy of his home, but it did not 
take the Dr. long to remove the embar- 
rassment. Fortunately for my object, he 
had an appotntment wilh some friends to 
visit the "slums" of the city that evening, 
and after a moment's hesitation kindly in- 
vited me to accompany them. Our first 
objectivc point was the Florencc Mission 
on Blecker St., near the Bowery where we 
found a room with a seating capacity of 
about two hnndred, full of people of all 
shades of huinan character I italicise the 
all shades because those words have never 
been used to express a deeper meaning 
than thcy are in this connection. On? sel 
dom beholds the most refined saint of God 
sitting with the drunken prostitute of the 
street ; one seldom sees the highcst 
heights of hiunan blessedness in jnxtaposi- 
tion with the lowest of htiman degrada- 
tion, yet such are the nightly scenes at the 
Florencc Mission. Upon the oecasion of 
my visit the services were of a quiet and 
deeply spi ritual nature, and a number of 
the re-clahned testi fied to the wonderful 
merey of Christ. But I was told that on 
some occasions they have personal en- 
counters with the devil, (in human form 
of course) that it is not al ways possible to 
rout him with the sword of the spirit, but 
must sometimes resort to physical force. 

Florence Mission was founded about 
ten years ago by Chas. A. Crittenden, a 
wealthy merchant of New York» in mem- 
ory of his dear little giri, Florencc, whose 
death rcsulted in the spiritnal birth of her 


father ; he was led by the Holy Spirit to 
see as David of old did, that the child 
could not come back to htm, but that he 
could go to the child. While the mission 
is open and free to all classes of people, 
(being finandaHy snstained by Mr. Crit- 
tenden alone at a cost of about fifteen 
thousand dollars a year,) its primary 
object is the redemption of "fallen wo- 
men," of whom there are said to be about 
twenty-five thousand in the city of New 
York, the success of the work has been 
phenomtnal from the start. (Statistics.) 
At about eleven o'clock we left the 
Florence Mission for that part of New 
York known as Chinatown, in which we 
found another "Rescue Mission" still in 
full blast. The services there are kept 
up until twelve o'clock at night. China- 
men in their own hannts do not retire be- 
fo re two or three o'clock in the morning. 
At the time we came among them, about 
twelve o'clock at night, they were just in 
the full enjoyment of their diversions, 
their stores, restaurants, opium-joints, 
temples of worship and everything open. 
After leaving the mission, our next objec- 
tive point wasan opium-joínt and a Chin- 
ese residenee. This was a six story buiíd- 
ing about twenty-five fcetwíde, and about 
a hundred feet deep. The whole six 
floors were petitioned off with plain, un- 
painted boards into little rooms about five 
fcet wide and eight long, with a hall 
through the centre in which all the water- 
closcls are located convenient to all the 
tenants ; thesu rooms, many of them, have 
absolutely no venülalion and some of 
them no day-light. Kach of thesc rooms 
constitutes a Chinese residenee. If the 
readers will now draw upon their imagina- 
tions, they may get some faint idea of 
Chinese life, eonsider the location of 
their sanitary arrangements, the close 
proximity in which they li ve, the fact thai 
this building is never cleaned or scrubbed, 
and that the whole is thoroughly fdled 
with opium smoke frotn the ccllar to the 
roof. Then you have the physical condi- 
tions of the home life of these people, 
but if possible, their moral condition is 
still worse. For the grati fication of their 
natural propensities they entice into these 
dens the lowest clas's of prostitutes, by 
every possible devicc. In the life of these 
women thus üving, human degradation 
reaches its lowest depth, and it is for the 
purpose of rescuing at least, some of these 
doubly degraded, though civiüzed people, 
that those missions are òrgan ized in and 
around Chinatown, and they meet with 
sufhcient success to encourage the work- 
ers to go on in the work. 

Upon the night of our visit, through 
the kindly pleadings of a Christian lady 
in our party, one of these characters 


agreed to leave the place and go to the 
home connected with the Florence Mis- 
sion for reformation. The inmates of 
those dens are not all of low birth, some 
of them have fallen from the ranks of in- 
telligence, wealth and cul tu re ; one of the 
inmates of the house we visited is the 
daughter of a Methodist minister. There 
is a disinclination on the part of many 
Christians to reach down low enough to 
rescue these unfortunate crea tu res, forget- 
ting that with the same environments and 
similar unfortunate circumstances, many 
of the respectable classes would be in the 
same condition. All of us are but on the 
brink of degradation, and it is very easy 
to fall ; it therefore behooves us to have 
an eye of pity rather than words of con- 
tempt and scorn for the unfortunate. 

From the opium-joint we wended our 
way to the Healhen Temple of worship, 
in which there are all the trappings, para- 
phernalia and , costly carvings of a full 
fledged temple in heathen countries. 

From the temple, after one o'clock in 
the morning, we went to a Chinese res 
tan ran t for lunch. We cal led for the reg- 
ular Chinese dtsh, known as "Chop-sooie" 
which is as near as I could find out upon 
close investigation made of a small veget- 
able and chopped meat and is in itself 
quite palatable, but the similarity of those 
vegetables to those very undesírable Üving 
things one finds in meat sometimes, to- 
gether wità the stench and filt'i of the 
place gcnerally, destroyed my appetite. 
Not so however, with Dr. Furrey, our 
guide ; he cleared his dish of "Chop- 
sooie,"and one of macaronie besides, with 
an avidity that satisfied even the appe- 
tites of the rest of the party. The Dr. no 
doubt analizcd those ingredients before 
now, and was not as suspicious as the rest 
of us. To our utter astonishment we 
found that these Chinese restaurants are 
patronized by many Americans. 

After taking a stroll through the Italian 
quarter which was of course, deserled at 
such a late hour of the night, we returned 
to our abiding places at about two o'clock 
.A. M. tired and dazed by the scenes of the 
night. 

The natural question in the mind of the 
readers will be, How did you get into 
these places ? The Chinese are naturally 
rather a docile people, and Dr. Furrey 
has been for over seven years almost con- 
stantly engaged in the rescue mission work 
and is known not only throughout China- 
towr, but also through the Italian quarter, 
not as a detective who will expose them to 
the aulhorities, but as a friend of the fall- 
en and depressed of every nationality and 
condition. He is generally kindly recog- 
nized himself, and any friends that he 
may have with him are not molested. The 


